Social Information Processing Theory
I do not agree with the theory that online relationships can be just as meaningful as in-person relationships. Before I met my husband I tried my hand at online dating. While I loved the idea of getting to know someone through writing first, I am glad that I met the people right away rather than wasting my time “getting to know” them online, only to discover that the relationship wasn’t going to work.
[bookmark: _GoBack]One experience stands out to me. I found a guy’s profile online and started chatting with him. We hit it off almost instantly. I found him to be so funny and so much fun to chat with. We would chat for hours at a time. We never addressed things in a dating sense; we always just chatted as friends. At one point he even told me about a girl at work he liked and wanted to ask out and asked me for advice. He lived two hours away and we never even brought up the idea of meeting. This chatting went on for two whole years! Then one day, after I had moved closer to his city, I asked him if he wanted to meet. I was actually pretty excited. I didn’t feel a lot of pressure because I honestly felt that I already knew him very well.
We met and he was absolutely nothing like how he had seemed online. He was shy, embarrassed, completely nerdy, and clingy. And where was that sense of humor he apparently had? I felt like I had wasted many hours of my life chatting with him when I could have just met him in the beginning and found out what I then knew – that we were completely incompatible! Face-to-face interactions tell more in a minute than chatting online for two years can tell. Certainly had I just kept chatting with him and never met him we might still have an online friendship. But what good is that?  I’m not against online dating and relationships, but in my opinion, if you don’t meet the person within at least a month of chatting, you are potentially wasting your time, and not building a true relationship.
